
 

  

December 2017 

Message from the Administrative Team 
 
November was a very busy month at Armadale.  We had our Remembrance day assembly and enjoyed performances that connected us to the stories of 

Canadians before us and their sacrifices for the peace we share today.  It was a pleasure to hear our band play O Canada at our Remembrance Day Cere-

mony.  Some of them have just started to play the instruments and it was a treat to hear how well they are playing already.  I hope to see everyone at our 

Holiday Concert in December. Ms. Del Mundo and Ms. Lau have been working with our students and I am sure it is going to be quite a presentation. 

 

Our senior girls volleyball team won the Ontario provincial pennant.  They beat teams from all across Ontario to advance to the final and win the tourna-

ment.  This is the first time in 37 years York Region has won a provincial pennant.  The boys won the tier two pennant.  Both our boys and girls teams 

won the area championship as well as the Regionals. They competed against approximately 180 schools in York Region and came out on top. This is the 

first time in history both regional champions are from the same school.  We were so proud of our teams. They have demonstrated that passion, practice, 

and positivity builds success – not necessarily a championship but a result that you can be proud of because you made a plan, followed through and 

succeeded.  Often plans involve teamwork and collaboration.  Many thanks to our coaches Mr. Lynch and Mr. Greto for their passion, practice and posi-

tivity they have demonstrated in supporting our teams this season. As well, many thanks to the parents and teachers who came out to the many games, 

especially the Regionals to cheer on our teams – the support was energizing. 

 

We tried a new approach to parent /teachers interview night and it was an overwhelming success. It was wonderful to see so many families participating 

in the scavenger hunt, student vs parent volleyball match and visiting the Eagle’s Den.  The feedback was positive and we look forward to trying a similar 

approach next year.  This year we used a new platform “EDSBY”.  Parents could sign up to arrange a meeting with their child’s  teacher.  We had a few 

glitches but it worked quite well.   We will be using EDSBY for attendance in the near future.  If you have not yet activated your account, please come to 

the office to do so as it will be the only digital communication used to correspond with parents.  By September 2018 teachers will only be allowed elec-

tronically to use email for parent communication. 

 

On November 1st our grade eight students visited Middlefield Collegiate to spend a day at high school.  They had an opportunity to see different classes 

and different subject areas.  There will be more opportunities for our grade eight students to spend time at MCI as part of the transition process we have 

for our students. 

 

We have an exciting opportunity coming to our school.  We have been selected as one of 5 schools in the board to participate in a recess project spon-

sored by Canadian Tire.  A university student will be working at our school to organize activities for the students to play outside at recess. The goal will 

be to encourage fair play and increase physical activity at recess breaks that in turn promotes a healthier mind and body.  We are currently organizing 

what the program will look like and hope to have things up and running in the new year.  There are many holidays and festivals celebrated in the month 

of December.  During our Student Ambassador “lunch and learn” yesterday, many of our students mentioned how they enjoyed learning about the differ-

ent holidays and festivals their classmates celebrate at our “Celebration Assemblies”, not only in December but throughout the year.  As one student said, 

“…sometimes when you see or hear something different about someone and you ask them and learn, you think ‘wow’ that’s cool and then it means more 

to me and I kind of like it now too.”  As we wrap up 2017 and move into the new year let us take the advice from our ambassadors and take the time to 

“ask and learn” something new from someone in the Armadale community and perhaps, build on the “likes” of each other and cont inue to strengthen the 

community we live in.    

 

We are looking forward to our Winter Holiday Concert and Family Night on December 20th as a chance for us to come together and celebrate our stu-

dents and their successes.  We would like to thank Ms. Zakikhan and her class for organizing this years food drive to help those in need this holiday 

season. Some food suggestions are soup, pasta, pasta sauce, rice, canned vegetables, fruit juices, cans of tuna, cans of salmon and baby foods.  All food 

collected will be donated to the Food Bank. The holidays are fast approaching.  We wish everyone a safe and happy holiday and a wonderful New Year—

See you on January 8th, 2018. 

 

Stay well and keep warm. 

Janet Giberson         Helen Ou-Hingwan 
Principal          Vice Principal 

 

Message From Our Trustee 
 

In November, about 1,000 students, staff members and community partners came together from across the Board to form a Ring of Peace and stand 

together against hate, discrimination and intolerance. The student speakers at the event shared meaningful messages about the importance of feeling 

welcome, valued and respected. 

 

At York Region District School Board, we are committed to listening to the voices of our students and communities. We will continue working with our 

school communities to ensure our schools provide safe, welcoming and inclusive environments for everyone. 

 

Last month, our annual Quest conference brought together educators from across Ontario, Canada and around the world to share, learn and discuss how to 

foster well-being in schools. Some of the themes covered included equity and inclusivity, and safe and caring environments. 

 

It was a wonderful opportunity to learn more about some of the positive things happening in our own schools and other districts. In recent months, we 

have had several international visitors come to our system and schools to learn more about the work in our system to support student achievement and 

well-being, including Qatar, the Netherlands, Texas and the United Kingdom. 

We are pleased to have these opportunities to continue highlighting and sharing the great things happening in our schools thanks to our outstanding 

students, staff members, families and community partners. Your engagement makes a difference in our schools and I encourage you to continue getting 

involved in the life of your child’s school. 

 

As we enter the holiday season, I am once again impressed by the generosity of our school communities and our students’ commitment to helping others. 

 

Best wishes to everyone for a safe and happy holiday season and a wonderful start to 2018. 

 

Principal 
Janet Giberson 

 

Vice-Principal 
Helen Ou-Hingwan 

 
  

Superintendent 
Camille Logan 

(905) 940-7800 

 

Trustee 

Juanita Nathan 

(416) 969-8131 

 

 
Important Dates: 
 
Dec. 6—Celebration Assembly 
Dec. 13-20—Hanukkah  
Dec.18– School Council Meeting 
4-5:30pm 
Dec. 20—Winter Holiday Con-
cert 
Dec. 23-Jan.7—Winter Break 
Dec. 25—Christmas Day 
Dec. 26—Jan. 1– Kwanzaa 
Jan. 1, 2018—New Years Day 
 

11 Coppard Avenue, Markham, ON, L3S 2J4            Phone  (905) 472-4050       Fax  (905) 472-4299 

E-mail: armadale.ps@yrdsb.ca               Website: www.armadale.ps.yrdsb.edu.on.ca 

Eye on  

ARMADALE   

http://www.yrdsb.ca/Newsroom/Pages/Events/York-Region-District-School-Board-Hosts-Unity-Rally,-Ring-of-Peace.aspx
http://www.questconference.ca


 

  Do you know Armadale Public School has its own twitter handle? 

Download the twitter app today or visit twitter.com and follow 

@ArmadalePS to keep up with current events and all important dates at 

our school. 

Christmas or Christmas Day is an annual festival commemorating the birth of Jesus 

Christ, observed most commonly on December 25 as a religious and cultural celebration 

among billions of people around the world.  A feast central to the Christian liturgical year, 

it is prepared for by the season of Advent or the Nativity Fast and initiates the season of Christmastide, 

which historically in the West lasts twelve days and culminates on Twelfth Night; in some traditions, 

Christmastide includes an Octave. Christmas Day is a public holiday in many of the world's nations, is cele-

brated culturally by a large number of non-Christian people, and is an integral part of the holiday season, 

while some Christian groups reject the celebration. In several countries, celebrating Christmas Eve 

on December 24 has the main focus rather than December 25, with gift-giving and sharing a tra-

ditional meal with the family. 

 

Chanukah, the Jewish "Festival of Lights," also known as the "Feast of Dedication," begins 

at sunset on Saturday, December 24th.  In Judaism, Chanukah is celebrated for eight days to 

commemorate the victory of Judah the Maccabee for religious freedom and rededication 

of the Temple in 165 B.C.E. and to celebrate the power of God and the faithfulness of Israel.   During the 

celebration, the eight candles of the menorah, the Chanukah lamp, are lit one day at a time. Card-playing is 

traditionally associated with the festival, as is spinning the dreidel (a spinning top). Schools will be acknowl-

edging the festival through a variety of activities that promote learning and understanding for all students.  

NEW YEAR’S DAY 

According to the Gregorian calendar, used in Canada and many other countries, January 1 is the 

first day of a new year. This date is commonly known as New Year's Day and is a statutory 

holiday in all Canadian provinces and territories.  In present day, with most countries now us-

ing the Gregorian calendar as their de facto calendar, New Year's Day is probably the most celebrated public holi-

day, often observed with fireworks at the stroke of midnight as the new year starts in each time zone. Other global 

New Years' Day traditions include making New Year's resolutions and calling one's friends and family. 

KWANZAA 

Dr. Maulana Karenga, professor and chairman of Black Studies at California State University, 
Long Beach, created Kwanzaa in 1966. After the Watts riots in Los Angeles, Dr. Karenga 
searched for ways to bring African-Americans together as a community. He founded US, a cul-
tural organization, and started to research African “first fruit” (harvest) celebrations. Karenga combined aspects of 
several different harvest celebrations, such as those of the Ashanti and those of the Zulu, to form the basis of Kwan-
zaa. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nativity_of_Jesus
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jesus
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jesus
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Feast_day
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Christianity
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Liturgical_year
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Advent
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nativity_Fast
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Christmastide
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Twelve_Days_of_Christmas
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Twelfth_Night_(holiday)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Octave_(liturgical)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Holiday
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_holidays_by_country
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Christmas_and_holiday_season
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Christmas_Eve
http://www.google.ca/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwi0pL_AgavQAhXH1CYKHSg_AOMQjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.clipartkid.com%2Fmerry-christmas-transparent-cliparts%2F&bvm=bv.138493631,d.cGc&psig=AFQjCNFJRpBjs7GGNyin595br
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/De_facto
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Holiday
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Holiday
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fireworks
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Midnight
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/New_Year%27s_resolution
https://www.google.ca/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiHl9X-jtbQAhVk6oMKHSl9Cq8QjRwIBw&url=https%3A%2F%2Fpgcpsmess.wordpress.com%2Ftag%2Fhappy-kwanzaa%2F&bvm=bv.139782543,d.amc&psig=AFQjCNHBGfdhbbJIElK7iroxXPxYNfjfBQ&


 

  

Safe and Accepting Schools and Workplaces – 

Provide safe, inclusive and accepting learning and 

working environments that support the achieve-

ment and well-being of every student and staff 
member.  

Equity and Inclusive Education – Identify dis-

criminatory biases and remove systemic barriers in 

order to support achievement and well-being for all.  

Eco Schools and Workplaces –Empower students 
and staff with the knowledge, skills, perspectives and 

desire to act as environmentally responsible citizens.  

Positive Mental Health – Support mental health for 
all students and staff members by reducing stigma, 

promoting mental health and supporting those who 

are struggling to access care.  

Healthy Schools and Workplaces – Create learning and work-
ing conditions for students and staff to adopt healthy active 

living practices and maintain them throughout their lives.  

 

Let’s Reflect: As part of the Armadale Commu-

nity, how are these components reflected in your daily 
practice?  

Thinking about last week, What would you do differently?  

Message from the Learning Commons… Thank you everyone for your support during our Book 

Fair!!! Our sales almost hit $5,000! That means new books for the new year. Keep an eye out for new Graphic 
Novels. In December we will be focusing on Inquiry and Coding, getting our learners ready to be contributing 
citizens of the future :) 

Family Fun Night 

 
Thank you to all the families that came out on Nov. 23rd for a Fam-

ily Fun night. Many students participated in a scavenger hunt, ex-
plored the world of coding in the Learning Commons, created an 

emoji stress ball and played in an exciting parent vs. student volley-

ball game. If you have suggestions or ideas for the next Family Fun 

Night please contact the school council chair email at armadalepar-

entcouncil@gmail.com or Amanda Ramkarran at the school. 

Holiday Family Night  

 
Our Holiday Family Night will take place on Wednes-

day, December 20th from 5-8 pm. There will be con-
cert performances for the first part of the evening, 

then an opportunity to purchase snacks and partici-

pate in fun interactive activities around the school. 
Please look out for more information regarding the 

details of this evening soon.  

The Senior Boys volleyball team had an outstanding season!!!!  They won 

all three Armadale tournaments, The Bobcat invitational, The Middlefield 

tournament, Won Tier Two Gold at the Provincial Cup (5th in the province), 

Won the Area East Championship and finally won the York Region Champi-

onship for the second year in a row and have now won three of the last four 

regional tournaments. 

 

Congratulations to Captains Aathithan and Dillon and to Basit, Thivaan, 

Justice, Baavalan, Ashween, Vabeenth and the rest of the boys team on such 

a fantastic season.  Armadale is proud of you boys.  Mr. Lynch would also 

like to congratulate the girls team on their fantastic season winning the Pro-

vincial Cup and the Regionals for the first time in Armadale history.  Special 

thanks also to Ms. Lau, Ms. Ramkaran, Mrs. Tanna, Mrs. Lianos, Mrs. Singh 

and to all of the students 

who helped run the 

snack bar for all of our 

tournaments this sea-

son.  Good luck to our 

Junior Co-ed team who 

start their season next 

week and try to win the 

Regionals for the fifth 

straight year. 

The Intermediate Girls’ 

Volleyball Team enjoyed 

an incredibly successful 

year!  They won every 

single tournament that 

they entered! These in-

cluded: Wilclay, Ar-

madale, Areas, the Bob-

c a t  T o u r n a m e n t 

(Durham) and the Pro-

vincial Cup! We are the 

first York Region team 

in its 37 year history to accomplish this feat. The girls are also York Re-

gional champions for the first time after three years of finishing second. 

They accomplished all of this without losing a single game! 

 

Throughout the entire season the girls demonstrated great skills, incredible 

effort and a positive and supportive attitude towards each other. They truly 

are an amazing group of girls who represented themselves and Armadale 

extremely well. We are very proud of all of them and their efforts this sea-

son. 

mailto:armadaleparentcouncil@gmail.com
mailto:armadaleparentcouncil@gmail.com


 

  

WEATHER WATCH 

All students from Junior Kindergarten to Grade 8 are expected to go out for every recess unless the 
principal decides that weather conditions are so poor that it would be detrimental for them to be out doors. 

Students are to come to school ready for winter and prepared to be outdoors up to 40 minutes after lunch. We always 
monitor the weather and, in extreme conditions e.g. wind chill; we keep the students indoors or shorten the recess 
breaks. Please make sure that your children are dressed properly for our invigorating winter days. It is advisable for 
students to bring extra pants and socks. A change is often necessary due to the wet and cold weather of the winter 
months. To avoid adding to our clothing collection in the Lost and Found, please be sure to label all articles of clothing. 
Boots, hats, mitts/gloves, scarves, and snow pants for the younger children will help make recess an enjoyable time. We 
often receive requests from parents asking us to keep their children indoors during recess times because they are not 
feeling well. Unfortunately, we do not have the staff or facilities to supervise students who are sick or still recovering 
from an illness. Students with heavy colds, etc., which are serious enough to prevent them from participat-
ing in physical education, recesses or other outdoor activities, should remain at home until their condition 
improves. This will benefit the students concerned and prevent the spread of illness to others. Exceptions 
are made on an individual basis for children who may need to remain indoors for an extended period of 
time because of a physical condition or recovery from a serious illness or accident. In such cases, a letter 
from the doctor is required. 

Kindergarten Registration to Commence January 19, 2018 
 

Kindergarten registration will commence on January 19, 2018 for the 2018-19 school year. Registration 

forms are available on YRDSB’s website: www.yrdsb.ca. Children who turn four or five years old during 

2018, live within the school boundary and whose parents are public school tax supporters will be eligible to 

register for kindergarten. A kindergarten information session for parents is being planned for this spring. For more information please 

visit the YRDSB website or contact your local school. 

French Immersion Information Sessions and Registrations 
 
Information sessions for the French Immersion (FI) program will take place at French Immersion schools on January 18, 2018 at 7 p.m. 
Please visit YRDSB’s website in January 2018 (http://www.yrdsb.ca/Programs/fi/Pages/Program-Locations.aspx) to find the FI program 
location for your elementary school location. FI registration will begin January 19, 2018. Parents or guardians of Senior Kindergarten stu-
dents entering Grade 1 in 2018, and wishing to enrol in the FI Program, can visit or call the school office and request an Office Index Card 

- short version. The Office Index Card must be signed by the principal of the home school. Parents or guardians then take this form, 

along with one piece of identification showing their address to the designated FI program location to register between January 19 and 
February 9, 2018. This eliminates the need to provide duplicate enrollment information or to pre-register. 
 
YRDSB’s FI Accommodation Plan provides long-term consistency and equity of access to all students in York Region and will enable 
YRDSB to continue to offer the FI program to all who wish to enrol. The FI program will be offered in Dual Track or Single Track settings, 
in a variety of configurations. In order to meet community needs and optimize available space in our schools, a community's Grade 1-8 FI 
program may be provided over more than one school during the course of a student's FI education. Space requirements at some schools 
may mean that siblings are in different schools for primary dual track French Immersion programs due to differing grade structures. Like 
any of our schools across the Board, changes to school boundaries, and/or the accommodation model for the French Immersion program 
may need to be considered when new schools open, a school experiences enrolment growth, and program changes occur. This will allow 
flexibility in addressing community needs and the opportunity to use existing space in schools. 
 
More information is available on the Board’s website: www.yrdsb.ca. Please note: Some of the FI accommodation plans will require facil-
ity modifications or the development of new schools and will require short-term transition plans that might include overflow while we 
work toward the long-term vision. Overflow refers to situations in which the Board directs students to attend a school other than their 
community school or optional program for a specific period of time, as defined in Policy #108. 

http://www.yrdsb.ca
http://www.yrdsb.ca/Programs/fi/Pages/Program-Locations.aspx
http://www.yrdsb.edu.on.ca


 

  

QUOTE OF THE MONTH 
 
 

 

Armadale Public School is accepting online payments through School Cash 
ONLINE! 

 

School Cash Online provides the following benefits: 

• A convenient fee payment option that saves time 

• Reduces paper 

•  No more need to send cash or cheques to school   

• A quick way to register. It takes less than 5 minutes to register. 

 

Parents that opt to participate will receive notification via email of student fees owed (both required and optional), and can make secure online payments by 

credit card or Interac and receive a receipt.  

 

To view a presentation about the program, go to http://www.kevsoftware.com/movies/ParentRegEnglish/.  

 

Step 1: Register 

 

 Click on the School Cash Online button on our school’s website at http://armadale.ps.yrdsb.ca/  and select the “Get Started Today” button. 

 

Complete each of the three Registration Steps. 

 

*For Security Reasons your password requires 8 characters;   one uppercase letter,  one lowercase letter and a number. 

 

Step 2: Confirmation Email 

 

A registration confirmation email will be automatically forwarded to you.  Click on the link provided inside the email to confirm your email and School 

Cash Online account.  The confirmation link will open the School Cash Online site prompting you to sign into your account.  Use your email address and 

password just created with your account. 

 

 Step 3: Find Student 

NOTE: A STUDENT NUMBER IS REQUIRED  

 This step will connect your children to your account.  

 

Enter the School Board Name 

Enter the School Name 

Enter Your Child’s Student # and Last Name 

Select Continue 

On the next page confirm that you are related to the child, check in the Agree box and select Continue 

Your child has been added to your account   

 

Step 4: View Items or Add Another Student  

 

If you have more children, select “Add Another Student” option and repeat the steps above.  5 children can be added to one parent account. 

If you do not wish to add additional children, select “View Items For Students” option.  A listing of available items for purchase will be displayed. 

 

NEED HELP? 

If you require assistance, select the GET HELP option in the top right hand corner of the screen or contact School Cash Online – 

Parent Help Desk at 1-866-961-1803 or parenthelp@schoolcashonline.com.  

HOLIDAY FOOD DRIVE 

 
The Winter Break is fast approaching and Ms. Zakikhan and her class 

will be collecting non-perishable food items for the Holiday Food Drive. 

Our food drive will run from December 1st until December 12th. Please 

send in donations to your child’s homeroom teacher.  

 

Possible food items include:  Baby formula and baby food, Beans and lentils, Canned fruits and 

vegetables, Canned fish and canned meat, Cans of soup or hearty stew, Dried pasta and tomato 

sauce, Macaroni and cheese, Rice, Cereal, Tetra Pack juices and canned/powered milk. 

 

 

Thank you in advance for your generosity towards others!  

http://www.kevsoftware.com/movies/ParentRegEnglish/
http://armadale.ps.yrdsb.ca/
mailto:parenthelp@schoolcashonline.com


 

  

 

News from the Armadale 

   Parenting and Family Literacy Centre 

 

 
           

 It’s Holiday Time in the PFLC!  
 

 

 
                                          

 

 

             Please join us in Room 128 for the following Special Events: 

 

Baking cookies-Friday December 8th 

 

Singing with the Armadale School Orchestra Wednesday December 13th 

 

Pot Luck Party – Friday December 15th 

 

 Singing with the Kindergarten classes-Monday December 18th 

  

    

 Parent Worker:  Inna Veprinska       Open:  Every school day between 8:30 a.m. – 12:30  p.m.   

 No cost or registration required               Snacks are provided for the children 

 

 

 
 

         Please note that the Armadale PFLC will be closed for the Winter Break   

 

from  Friday December 22nd 2017  & will reopen on Monday January 8th 2018.  

  

Happy Holidays everyone! 

 



 

  

 
 

T H E  E D U C A T I O N  C E N T R E  -  A U R O R A  

60 Wellington Street West, Aurora, Ontario L4G 3H2 

Tel: 905.722.3201 905.895.7216 905.727.3141 416.969.8131 

Fax: 905.727.1931 

Website: www.yrdsb.ca 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
November 28, 2017  
 
 
Dear Families,  
 
On behalf of the Board of Trustees, I am pleased to announce the appointment of Louise Sirisko as the new Director 
of Education of YRDSB beginning in the new year. Louise brings a wealth of knowledge and experience from 27 
years in education, most recently as Director of Special Education/Success for All Branch at the Ontario Ministry of 
Education.  
 
Louise has a strong commitment to building positive relationships and working with students, families, staff and com-
munity members to advance student achievement and well-being. We look forward to welcoming her to the YRDSB 
and to working with her to continue creating safe, inclusive and welcoming learning and working environments for all 
of our students and staff.  
 
I would also like to express our most sincere appreciation to Kathryn Wallace who supported our system over the pre-
vious six months in the Interim Director of Education role. Her leadership was outstanding during a challenging time 
for our Board.  
 
Kathryn Wallace’s last day will be November 30, 2017. In the interim, an Acting Director of Education will be ap-
pointed.  
 
I want to acknowledge and thank families for their support as our Board has been experiencing this period of transi-
tion. I want to assure you that throughout this time, our focus has been and will continue to be on our students.  
 
We look forward to welcoming Louise Sirisko to the YRDSB and to working with her to continue advancing student 
achievement and well-being.  
 
Sincerely,  
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Loralea Carruthers  
Chair of the Board 



 

  

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

     1 2 

3 4 5 6 

Celebration As-

sembly 

7 8 

 

9 

10 11 12 13  

Hanukkah Begins 

14 15 16 

17 18 

School Council 

Meeting 4-5:30pm 

19 20  

Winter Holiday Con-

cert & Family Night 

Hanukkah Ends 

21 22 23 

24 Christmas Eve 25  Christmas Day 26 Boxing Day 

Kwanzaa Begins 

27 28 29 30 

31  

New Years Eve 

      

DECEMBER 25, 2017 — JANUARY 7, 2017 


